


keep him from getting too high if he
wanted to buck.  It’s not done much like
that these days, thank God! If it were I
would likely have started my last colt
years ago. There are still many mule own-
ers today living in the past believing there
just isn’t much you can do with a mule
colt until he’s old enough to start riding.
Well, that’s just not so.

Monica Erman wrote an article for this
“Mule and Donkey Breeders Issue” titled,
“About Face On ACue.” Read it on page?
Monica is teaching us how to teach a
weanling mule colt to face up. Monica is
preparing the colt for many of the things
he’ll have to know on the road to become
a good riding mule. Monica knows prop-
erly teaching these steps today to a young
mule will make all training sessions easi-
er down that road to good mule citizen-
ship.
I’ve been on my share of bucking mules

and bucking horses in the starting pen or
snubbed to another mule or horse. Some I
got rode, some I didn’t. Some I could
describe as having fun, some I couldn’t.
The word fun hasn’t been mentioned
much in the stories told of broncs since
the age of forty. Today it’s easier, just the
mention of the word “easier” will get any-
one’s attention that’s over fifty.

Having a mule giving to the bit (later-
ally and vertically) before you step on
makes it easier on everybody, you and the
mule. You will be weeks ahead of the pro-
gram if your mule is familiar with bit
pressure and is giving to it. When we have
a mule that will give laterally (give his
nose to us) he then can be taught to disen-
gage the hindquarters. We then have a
possible way of stopping him. I never
leave the training pen until we’ve got this
down solid. 

Teaching a mule to give laterally is
something that can be introduced way
before the mule is physically and mental-
ly old enough to ride. It’s something that
will put us weeks ahead when a riding
program is implemented far ahead of a
mule that does not know laterals. Here’s
something you can do with a colt from
weaning age on. Something else besides
teaching him to lead, to face up or lung-
ing. 

In a controlled environment in the hal-
ter, snap a set of reins into the halter
where it will put nose pressure on the hal-
ter when you pick up on the reins. Step to
the left side of the mule about where the
stirrup might lie. With your hand out to

the side ask for his nose. When he gives
ever so slightly release. If he does not
give, hold until he does. The timing of the
release is important, it must be immedi-
ate. Ask until you’ve gotten half a dozen
gives. It doesn’t matter how much give at
this point.

Switch to the right side and repeat. It
won’t go as slick on the right side.
Unconsciously we have applied a lot
more nose pressure with the halter to little
mule while leading him in his short life.
Even though the clinicians mention over
and over that we must spend as much time
on one side as you do the other. Here you
will find out you have not. Because the
right side generally needs more attention
if it’s going good, spend a little more time
asking for the nose on the right. Working
both sides will take ten minutes, give or
take a few minutes. 

Hopefully you can do this daily asking
for his nose to come around farther each
day being sure to hold pressure if he does-
n’t give and sure to release just as soon as
he does. If he wants to walk when asked,
we need to walk with him, hold until he
stops and gives, releasing immediately.
You won’t believe where his nose will
come to in just a couple of weeks.
Eventually the colt will nearly be touch-
ing his side with his nose. 

In a few weeks after he is giving his
nose well (after these bending lesson),
step to the left side standing where the
stirrup might be with your right arm over
the back, ask the mule to take a step for-
ward. Here is where you need to pay
attention. If he were to run past you, he
could place a hind foot in your face.
Because we have him giving to pressure
on the nose from the halter, if he were to
try and run past us, we can ask for his
nose moving his hindquarters away form
us having a chance to keep a hind foot out
of our face.

If you have taught the little fellow by
now to lunge and if clucking is how you
get him to move his feet, clucking will
likely get him moving here. If not, bump-
ing him with your hand that is over his
back might start him. If all you get is a
step or two, that’s great. When you do,
move to the left side placing your arm
over the back asking him to step forward.
If he were to lunge forward and you had
to snatch his nose don’t consider that an
accomplishment. Ask until he gives one
Ask until he gives one or two quiet steps.
When he does we are done for the day. We

Using a rope halter, snap reins on nose
band of the halter in front of the knot.

The slightest give is rewarded with a
release.

Little mule gets better ever day!

Eventually touching his belly, and mine



build on this daily. Again, I warn if you
are not much of a hand, don’t do this. You
could get hurt. And I’ll mention to you
who are a hand, don’t ever let your guard
down. About the time you are the proud-
est of this little guy’s accomplishments,
he’s going to be feeling good some morn-
ing and his confidence will be at a high.
He will want to play instead of go to
school. When it happens, ask for the nose
moving his hindquarters away. Don’t do
that fast enough or lose his rein, you could
be visiting the dentist that morning.

What we are simulating here is when
we will be on his back and asking his feet
to move. Eventually put him on the rail at
a walk with your arm over his back. You
are on the inside, ask him to stop with the
rein. If he doesn’t bring his nose around,
go with him and hold until he stops (one
rein stop), then ask him to move forward
again. Eventually start rubbing him where
the leg might lie on the opposite side if
you were on him. Do this with your hand.
Rub where the cinch will go. That area
will bother some of them. We are desensi-
tizing where the fender of the saddle will
be and where the cinch will be.

When all of your work with the colt is
going well, start asking for circles off the
rail keeping him moving his feet, you
won’t believe how well he will give his
nose to do a circle. Start each session with
bending, put him on the rail to block the
other side. Walk him around the pen. Do
four, five or six circles rubbing all over
the opposite side with your hand and arm.
If you know he’s got a sensitive spot,
spend a lot of time there. If he’s not as
good on one side as he is on the other
spend more time over there. This all takes
twenty minutes per session, tops. 

When all this is going the best, you can
ask for the trot. If he trots for only a cou-
ple of strides that’s great, we’ll build on it.
The colt will become playful here I guar-
antee and he’ll become playful quick.
This is great exercise for you and the
mule, but it is a good place to get hurt if
you don’t know what you’re doing.
Keeping it at a walk is ok. I believe that
more the older I get.

When you ask for the circle at the trot,
make it plenty big, no tight circle here.
It’s important to make sure when you get
this far that the mule is handling this ok.
It is not the physical I’m worried about,
it’s the mental. If he’s getting plenty excit-
ed when we ask for the trot, we could be
asking this mule for too much. If that is

happening, keeping it at a walk is just
fine. We can come back and ask in a week
or so. I’m not asking for the trot until he’s
fourteen or eighteen months old.

Physically we’re not asking for much.
Mentally for some young mules this could
be more than they might need. At the
walk, look at what we’ve accomplished.
We have little mule moving his feet when
we ask. We have him giving to nose pres-
sure. We have him stopping and we have
him doing circles. Trotting is an awful lot
of icing on an awful good cake. The trot
can come later if necessary or even later
when we get on his back. 

Thirty days, sixty days, ninety days
before the saddle goes on I’m going to
introduce this mule to the bit. Not just any
ol’ bit. I’m going to introduce the mule to
something he’s familiar with, The Myler
Combination Bit. I could write several
articles (a book) on this subject alone, I
won’t do that (can’t do that today) so
please pay attention, you’re getting the
short version. 

In a surcingle, loose in the round pen,
set the head to where the mule can raise
the nose plenty. Watching for him to raise
his nose enough to bump the noseband.
When you see him touch it and he gives to
it a few times (moves his head down from
that pressure), step in, unhook from the
surcingle and start working laterals in the
Myler Combination. We might pull from
the side at first to get him giving his nose
but in a few days we need to be pulling

With arm over the colt’s back, ask the
mule to walk forward. 

One or two steps is great.

With arm over the back, and on the rail
walk the young mule around the pen.
Ask for the stop, then ask him to walk
off. Bring his nose around to the left
while keeping his feet moving and do a
circle off the rail and right back on the

rail. Be sure to work both sides. 

Ask for the trot. I will admit the trot is tough. Many mules will become playful at the
trot keeping you very much on your toes. The young mule needs to know truly how

to give the nose here, you’ll use it, I guarntee.

Here you see this mule in the Myler CombinationBit.
Read on where you’ll get an explanition on how the Combination works. Mylers do
things in bitting that no one else in the world can do. Mylers owns the patton on

things in bitting that many bit makers would love to have. 

Look for breaking news in the future as a great clinician has joined with Mylers to
bring this new and wonderful concept to the masses, worldwide.  



with hands above the wither approximate-
ly where the hand might be if we were in
the saddle asking for the nose. We’re get-
ting him ready for the day we will be sit-
ting up there. Putting pressure on the bit
from where your hand will be in the sad-
dle will keep the signal familiar to him
when he feels that signal coming from the
combination pulled on from the saddle.

How the Myler Combination works is
that nose pressure and curb pressure are
felt first. That pressure is felt on the nose
and curb at the same time. Mylers do
things in bitting that no other bit maker
can do. Standing on the left side of your
mule when you pick up on the left rein,
that pressure is being felt only on the left
side of the noseband and the left side of
the curb. That’s some patented stuff I
can’t explain but you can feel it on your
hands when the combination is held in
position like it will be positioned on the
mule’s nose.

Nose pressure is not new to the young
mule. It’s what he has been feeling and
giving to in the halter. The only difference
now is he will be feeling it on the side you
are asking from every time. Mylers calls it
Precise Communication. If there was
some guess work from the mule when
pressure was being applied to the nose in
the halter because it was being felt all the
way across the nose when applied for the
left side or right, that signal now will be
felt on the left side of the nose EVERY
TIME leaving no confusion to the mule as
to what you are asking.

Now listen to this, because the nose-
band and the curb are applying pressure in
a precise spot on the nose and curb area
and because those areas are absorbing
pressure applied by your hands, when
pressure does come to the mouth from the

mouth piece to capture the tongue and
applying pressure to the bars, there will
not be 100% of that pressure you are
applying with your hands felt in the
mouth. We don’t know how much less
pressure but here’s a hypothetical. Say
thirty percent of the pressure is felt on the
nose, thirty present of the pressure is felt
on the curb and thirty percent is being felt
in the mouth, ten percent is felt at the top
of the bridle at the poll. If those percent-
ages were right, and I don’t know for a
fact they are but I am in the ballpark, we
are applying seventy percent less pressure
in the mouth than the traditional snaffle.
Nose pressure, curb pressure and other
signals are felt buy the mule telling him
what we want. Less pressure in any one
place could explain why the mule colt
will not fight with the combination like he
does in other bits. Less can be a lot more
when it comes to mules. 

With the Myler Combination we have
given the mule five signals as to what it is
we want him to do. A signal came to the
nose, that’s one. A signal came to the
curb, (to the left side of the curb if we’re
pulling on the left rein), that’s two. Then
pressure came to the tongue, that’s three.
Pressure came to the bar, that’s four. Then
pressure was felt at the poll at the top of
the bridle, that’s five. We’re not putting
all of the pressure on any one spot. It’s a
kinder bitting system, more precise. It’s
forgiving allowing us to make mistakes
and not turn the apple cart upside down. It
allows us to be more consistent because
the combination is consistent. You now
have the short version of why I promote
the Myler concept. 

We now work the young mule on
laterals just like we did in the halter only
now our hands are in a different position,
asking for the nose over the wither. We
can now also begin asking for vertical

flex, asking for the break at the poll. 
On day three when putting him in the

surcingle, shorten the reins a little more
which will begin to flatten his face. We’re
looking for him to bump the noseband
and give to it. Don’t leave him in the
surcingle for more than ten minutes in the
beginning here. The reason for this is if he
is carrying his face flatter than he natural-
ly carries it, it could cause him to cramp
in the neck or back. Because we will leave
him a few minutes longer each day, we
are conditioning him to carry himself
broke at the poll. When we ask for verti-
cal flexion in a few days, because he is
learning to move his nose away for the
nose pressure, he will begin to break at
the poll when he feels nose pressure given
by both reins (giving vertically). 

When time is up in the surcingle each
day, work on the laterals. Walk or trot cir-
cles and call it a day. Each day if he is tak-
ing this well we can ask for more. More
bend, more vertical. These sessions now
may be lasting for forty-five minutes or
so. 

He is now conditioned to carry his
head where we like. He is giving to the bit
(The Myler Combination). He moves his
feet when asked. He stops when
asked…It’s now time to put the saddle on. 

We work him the same way with the
saddle on from the ground, only now we
can pull on the saddle, make noise with
our hand slapping on the saddle and put
pressure on the stirrup with our hand.
Eventually we can step in and out of the
stirrup on both sides to laying in the sad-
dle. Then comes the day you’re sitting in
the saddle.

Spend this kind of time with your colt
and it won’t be difficult at all to know
when the time is right to swing the leg
over. He knows you, you know him, and
you both will know exactly when that
time is right. It is quite a thrill when you
pick up on those reins and he breaks at the
poll like you had been riding him for
months. And when you ask for the nose, it
comes and touches your foot. 

When we start riding him those ses-
sions should be lasting thirty to forty-five
minutes. Do you know what we’re doing?
We’re bending, working on breaking at
the poll, walking the rail, doing circles off
the rail both ways, stopping, asking him
to walk off and eventually trotting and
doing circles at a trot. Sound familiar?
Yes, it’s everything we’ve been doing
from the ground only now it’s being done

On the rail  just like we did in the hal-
ter, working circles, and the stop.

Loose in the pen let the mule 
find the noseband. When you
see him give to it  unhook from 

the surcingle and work on latterals. 



from the saddle.
Something to do with the colt before

the saddle goes on. It’ll knock you out
how much this kindergarten graduate will
know when the saddle does come. There
will be a lot more school in his future. Not
only does he know his ABC’s, we have
established a study habit in this young
mule that will make all school sessions
easier in his future.

Notice the eye is calm. Little mule has
learned his leasson well. This calmness
will transfer to the saddle when that 
day comes. Deacon will see the saddle
come spring, he’ll do great, he already

knows his ABC’s.


